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CHAMPIONS Project 

E x p e r i e n c i n g h o m e l e s s n e s s a s a c h i l d i s d i f f i c u l t e n o u g h : i t a f f e c t s 
p h y s i c a l a n d e m o t i o n a l w e l l b e i n g a n d i n c r e a s e s t h e r i s k o f c o m m o n 
c h i l d h o o d i l l n e s s e s a n d h e a l t h p r o b l e m s l a t e r i n l i f e . C O V I D - 1 9 h a s 
i m p a c t e d t h e s e c h i l d r e n a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s h a r d e r t h a n m o s t , y e t 
m a n y v i t a l c h i l d r e n ’ s h e a l t h , e d u c a t i o n a n d s o c i a l s u p p o r t s e r v i c e s 
h a v e b e e n s u s p e n d e d , f u r t h e r h a m p e r i n g t h e i r d e v e l o p m e n t . 

L i v i n g i n t e m p o r a r y a c c o m m o d a t i o n ( T A ) d u e t o e x p e r i e n c i n g 
h o m e l e s s n e s s m a k e s i t d i f f i c u l t o r i m p o s s i b l e t o f o l l o w n a t i o n a l 
p u b l i c h e a l t h g u i d e l i n e s l i k e s o c i a l d i s t a n c i n g , s e l f - i s o l a t i o n a n d 
f r e q u e n t h a n d w a s h i n g , d u e t o o v e r c r o w d i n g a n d s h a r e d f a c i l i t i e s . 
T h e s e g u i d e l i n e s a l s o m a y n o t b e c u l t u r a l l y a p p r o p r i a t e o r 
a c c e s s i b l e , e s p e c i a l l y f o r t h e d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y B l a c k a n d 
M i n o r i t y E t h n i c h o m e l e s s p o p u l a t i o n . 

T h e C H A M P I O N S t e a m , l e d b y P r o f e s s o r M o n i c a L a k h a n p a u l , i s 
e x p l o r i n g h o w b e s t t o r e a c h a n d h e l p c h i l d r e n i n T A a n d t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s , a n d i s w o r k i n g i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h t h e m t o c o - d e v e l o p 
s t r a t e g i e s a d d r e s s i n g t h e h e a l t h a n d w e l l b e i n g i m p a c t s o f C O V I D -
1 9 i n t h e s h o r t - a n d l o n g - t e r m . T h e p r o j e c t ’ s d i g i t a l k n o w l e d g e 
e x c h a n g e p l a t f o r m w i l l h o s t e x p e r i e n c e s o f f a m i l i e s i n T A a s w e l l 
a s t a i l o r e d p u b l i c h e a l t h m e s s a g e s a n d b r i e f i n g s f o r p o l i c y m a k e r s 
a n d h e a l t h a n d c a r e p r o f e s s i o n a l s . 

T h e d i v e r s e , i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y r e s e a r c h t e a m i n c l u d e s e x p e r t i s e i n 
c o - p r o d u c i n g s t r a t e g i e s a c r o s s s e c t o r s i n c l u d i n g c h i l d p u b l i c 
h e a l t h , e p i d e m i o l o g y , i n c l u s i o n h e a l t h , e c o n o m i c s , b u i l t 
e n v i r o n m e n t s , m e n t a l h e a l t h , d i g i t a l i n n o v a t i o n a n d p u b l i c 
e n g a g e m e n t . 

T h e C o - l e a d i s D i a n a M a r g o t R o s e n t h a l . C o - i n v e s t i g a t o r s i n c l u d e 
P r o f e s s o r R a g h u R a g h a v a n , D r M a r c e l l a U c c i , D r M i c h e l l e H e y s , D r 
N a d z e y a S v i r y d z e n k a , P r o f e s s o r R o b e r t A l d r i d g e , P r o f e s s o r P a u l a 
L o r g e l l y , D r K a u s h i k S a r k a r a n d P r o f e s s o r S u s h m a A c q u i l l a . 
S u p p o r t e d b y D r S o r c h a M a h o n y o f T h e C h i l d r e n ’ s S o c i e t y a n d 
D r K a r t i k S h a r m a o f P A H U S . T h e r e s e a r c h t e a m i n c l u d e s D r K r i s s 

F e a r o n , D r M a r g a r i t a G a r f i a s R o y o a n d M a t t W i l l i a m s . 

Lead Organisations: Implementation Partners: Funders: 

| | 

https://www.ukri.org/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/child-health/
https://www.dmu.ac.uk/home.aspx
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
https://www.pahus.org/


 

  
          

      
         

           
       

         
    

  
        

       
           

          
         

          
            

 

  
          

         
       

        
          

        

  
           

         
         

        
          

      

  

 CHAMPIONS Project 

R e s e a r c h O b j e c t i v e s 

1 . S c o p i n g R e v i e w : 
W e a r e e x a m i n i n g p u b l i c h e a l t h p r o j e c t s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d t o 

i d e n t i f y e f f e c t i v e s t r a t e g i e s f o r r e a c h i n g m a r g i n a l i s e d a n d 
e x c l u d e d c h i l d r e n u n d e r - 5 a n d f o r i m p r o v i n g t h e i r a c c e s s t o a n d 
u s e o f e a r l y c h i l d h e a l t h p r o g r a m m e s . W e a r e a l s o d r a w i n g o n l i v e d 
e x p e r i e n c e s f r o m l o w - a n d m i d d l e - i n c o m e c o u n t r i e s a n d i n t e r v i e w s 
w i t h e x p e r t s . T h i s w i l l h e l p u s t o d e v e l o p t a i l o r e d s o l u t i o n s 
s u i t a b l e f o r u s e i n E n g l a n d . 

2 . N e e d s A n a l y s i s : 
W e a r e p a r t n e r i n g w i t h c h i l d r e n a n d f a m i l i e s e x p e r i e n c i n g 

h o m e l e s s n e s s a n d l i v i n g i n t e m p o r a r y a c c o m m o d a t i o n ( T A ) t o 
e x p l o r e t h e e f f e c t C O V I D - 1 9 h a s h a d o n t h e m a n d w h a t t h e i r p u b l i c 
h e a l t h n e e d s a r e . W e a r e c o n d u c t i n g a s u r v e y a n d i n t e r v i e w s i n 
E n g l a n d , a n d w e a l s o i n v i t e p e o p l e t o s u b m i t t h e i r o w n 
p h o t o g r a p h s a n d s t o r i e s a s w e w a n t t h e o u t c o m e t o b e i n f o r m e d 
b y c i t i z e n s c i e n c e . A t t h e e n d o f t h i s , w e w i l l p r o d u c e a n e e d s 
a n a l y s i s r e p o r t . 

3 . F e a s i b i l i t y S t u d y : 
W e a r e w o r k i n g w i t h h e a l t h a n d c a r e p r o f e s s i o n a l s t h a t s u p p o r t 

f a m i l i e s l i v i n g i n T A t o u n d e r s t a n d f a m i l i e s ’ n e e d s f r o m t h e i r 
p e r s p e c t i v e . F i n d i n g s f r o m i n t e r v i e w s a n d a s u r v e y w i t h 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s w o r k i n g f o r t h e N H S , l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s , c h a r i t i e s a n d 
o t h e r g r o u p s t h a t s u p p o r t f a m i l i e s l i v i n g i n T A w i t h y o u n g c h i l d r e n 
w i l l h e l p d e v e l o p s t r a t e g i c i n t e r v e n t i o n s t h a t w o r k i n p r a c t i c e . 

4 . K n o w l e d g e E x c h a n g e : 
T h r o u g h o u t t h e p r o j e c t , a n d a f t e r , w e w i l l b e s h a r i n g w h a t w e a r e 

l e a r n i n g f r o m t h o s e w h o h a v e e x p e r i e n c e d T A d u r i n g C O V I D : t h i s 
w o r k i s c e n t r a l t o t h e C H A M P I O N S p r o j e c t . O u r k n o w l e d g e e x c h a n g e 
p l a t f o r m h a s b e e n d e s i g n e d w i t h h e l p f r o m f a m i l i e s , p r o f e s s i o n a l s 
a n d o t h e r s t a k e h o l d e r s . H e r e w e w i l l h o s t l i v e d e x p e r i e n c e s o f T A , 
r e s e a r c h f i n d i n g s , r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , a n d t a i l o r e d p u b l i c h e a l t h 
m e s s a g e s . 

Lead Organisations: Implementation Partners: Funders: 

| | 

https://www.ukri.org/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/child-health/
https://www.dmu.ac.uk/home.aspx
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
https://www.pahus.org/


  
 

  

  
   
       

   
   

       

 
 

     
    

    
   

 

   
   

     

  
   

    

  
    

 
    

   

  
 

 
    

  
 

     
 

   
   

    
    

   
   

  
    

   
    

  

  
 

     
 

   
 

    
   

  
   

  

 
 

    
   

  

  

     

 

          
  

CHAMPIONS Team 
Project Leads 

Professor Monica Lakhanpaul Diana Margot Rosenthal, MPA, MSc 
Principal Investigator and Professor Co-lead and Early Career Researcher 

Integrated Community Child Health UCL Great Ormond Street 
Pro-Vice-Provost (South Asia) Institute of Child Health 

Honorary Consultant Paediatrician 
UCL Great Ormond Street Institute of Child Health 

Professor Sushma Acquilla 
Vice-Chair, Global Health Committee 

Faculty of Public Health, UK 

Professor Paula Lorgelly
Health Economics 
UCL Department

of Applied Health Research 

Dr Marcella Ucci 
Assoc. Professor, Environmental 

and Healthy Buildings
UCL Institute for Environmental 

Design and Engineering, 
Bartlett Faculty of the Built 

Environment 

Creative Advisor 

Dr Kartik Sharma 
Founder 

Public Arts Health & Us (PAHUS) 

Lead Organisations: 

Co- Investigators 

Professor Robert Aldridge Dr Michelle Heys 
Public Health Data Science Clinical Associate Professor 

UCL Institute of Health Informatics Honorary Consultant
UCL Great Ormond Street 
Institute of Child Health 

Professor Raghu Raghavan Dr Nadia Svirydzenka 
Mental Health Senior Lecturer in Psychology 

DMU Mary Seacole Research Centre DMU Mary Seacole Research Centre 
School of Applied Social Sciences 

Research Team 

Dr Sorcha Mahony Dr Kriss Fearon 
Senior Researcher Research Fellow 

The Children’s Society DMU Mary Seacole Research Centre 

Dr Margarita Garfias Royo Dr Kaushik Sarkar 
Research Fellow Evidence-Based Medicine Research Lead 

UCL Great Ormond Street Malaria No More 
Institute of Child Health 

Matt Williams 
Research Assistant 
UCL Great Ormond Street 
Institute of Child Health 
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